
OUT OF THE FRYING PAN

by

Adam Teall

PAVEL:    An experienced, calm and statesman-like    
   cosmonaut. A veteran of several missions.

ALEXEI:    A young, brash and excitable Russian cosmonaut 
   on his first mission.

GRANDFATHER: Alexei's elderly father, charged with looking 
   after Alexei's daughter whilst he is away. 

VIKA:    Alexei's four year old daughter. Knows her 
     father is in space but at her age this does 
      not necessarily mean a great deal to her.

TV ANNOUNCER
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SCENE 1

INT. A RUSSIAN LANDING MODULE, MOMENTS BEFORE CRASH LANDING

ALEXEI and PAVEL are inside the landing module, plummeting 
uncontrolled towards the Earth. 

SFX: Cut in to the sound of a roaring wind and furious 
beeping. Continue under.

PAVEL
(Straining to be heard)

Brace!

SFX: The sound of breaking branches is briefly heard before 
a loud thump as the module hits the ground.

Cut to silence.

SCENE 2

INT. THE LANDING MODULE, IN A DENSE SIBERIAN FOREST

SFX: Fade in to the sound of  beeping, gas escaping and 
other space/scientific noises. After a couple of seconds, 
the noise of a howling wind also fades in but only just 
audible. The beeps and artificial noises of the module 
continue occasionally under the dialogue. The wind also 
continues under, constantly but not loud, kept out by the 
walls of the module. 

PAVEL
Alexei? Alexei? Are you okay?

ALEXEI
(Excitedly)

Okay? Pavel, of course I'm okay! 
We did it! We're back! 

PAVEL
Calm down. There're still things 
to do.

ALEXEI
What do we have to do? They'll 
pick us up soon. We just need to 
sit here and wait.

PAVEL
It could be days. I think we're in 
the forest. I saw trees on the way 
down. That landing was rough.
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SFX: A loud siren whirs for a couple of seconds to 
punctuate this point.

ALEXEI
(Ignoring the siren and 
talking over it.)

We're heroes Pavel. Tsars among 
Cosmonauts. We made it look easy. 

Cut out.

SCENE 3: 
FLASHBACK

INT. THE LANDING MODULE, ABOUT TO ENTER THE EARTH'S 
ATMOSPHERE

SFX: Cut in to many separate things  beeping, almost in a 
panic. There is some kind of alarm in the background. The 
roar of the module punching through the atmosphere almost 
drowns everything else out meaning Alexei and Pavel have to 
shout. Continues under.

ALEXEI
(Panicked.)

It hasn't detached.

PAVEL
What hasn't detached? Give me 
more.

ALEXEI
The orbital module... We're still 
connected... The bolts haven't 
fired.

PAVEL
All of them?

ALEXEI
(Ignoring Pavel)

We're going to die. I can feel it. 

PAVEL
Alexei, pay attention. Did any of 
the bolts fire?

ALEXEI
(Still ignoring Pavel.)

We're spinning... We'll be ripped 
to pieces.
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PAVEL
(Forcefully)

Alexei! How many of the bolts 
fired?

ALEXEI
(Quietly)

Most. It's just the communications 
cable still attached.

PAVEL
It will burn through. Patience.

ALEXEI
Patience? (Pause) The pressure. 
(Pause) It's too much. (Pause) I 
can't breathe.

PAVEL
(Strained.)

Stop talking then. (Pause) Save 
your breath. (Pause) Remember your 
training. (Pause)Fill your lungs. 
(Pause) Stay. (Pause) Upright. 

SFX: There is a great explosion. The roar of the wind, 
still loud, slightly subsides. The, now quieter, wind 
continues under.

PAVEL (CONT'D)
It's disconnected. We're clear. 
Take your controls. 

ALEXEI
(In pain)

I can't. My eyes. They're burning, 
bursting. I can't see.

PAVEL
It was the pressure. They'll 
recover. Take your controls.

Cut out.

SCENE 4

INT. THE LANDING MODULE IN THE FOREST

SFX: Cut in to silence. Continues for a couple of beats.

SFX: Fade in to occasional beeping and the wind outside. It 
is only just audible in the background. Continues under.
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PAVEL
The lights are off. 

ALEXEI
The sun will be out. Once we're 
outside there'll be all the light 
we need. 

PAVEL
We should be careful. Think this 
through. We don't know where we 
are. (PAUSE) No one knows where we 
are.

ALEXEI
They'll find us. We're Cosmonauts 
Pavel. The whole of Russia will be 
looking for us. We were on TV. 
Don't worry.

PAVEL
One of us needs to. We're hundreds 
of kilometres from where they 
expected. Anything could be 
outside that door.

SFX: A rustling and the sound of a harness being unbuckled 
followed by a loud bang.

PAVEL (CONT'D)
Alexei? What happened? Are you 
alright?

There is silence followed by Pavel gasping loudly and 
Alexei laughing forcefully.

PAVEL (CONT'D)
(Angrily)

Alexei! Don't do that. Don't creep 
up on me.

ALEXEI
Don't creep up on you? We're in a 
landing module Pavel. My cat's 
food has more room in its tin than 
we do. You're supposed to be a 
Cosmonaut. Brave. Intelligent. 
Sharp.

PAVEL
Perhaps I'm a bit distracted right 
now.
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ALEXEI
You mean by the fact that we just 
crash landed a space ship?

PAVEL
Yes. (Pausing before laughing 
slightly). We did it, didn't we? 
We landed this thing.

ALEXEI
Yes. Yes, we did.

SFX: We hear them embrace, clapping each other on the back, 
congratulating each other heartily.

PAVEL
Come on, let's get out.

ALEXEI
After you.

Alexei and Pavel can be heard grunting and groaning as they 
try to force the door. 

SFX: The noise of metal scraping against metal is followed 
by a muffled thump and the roar of the wind as the door 
hits the thick snow of the forest floor.

Cut out.

SCENE 5: 
FLASHBACK

INT/EXT. ORBITAL MODULE, IN SPACE

Pavel is inside the module, in charge and carefully 
monitoring both the electronics and Alexei's life support 
systems. Alexei is in the module's airlock, in a spacesuit 
and about to start the world's first ever spacewalk.

SFX: Cut in to the complete silence of space. Both Men are 
communicating over headsets so their voices, when heard, 
are distorted and accompanied by static.

ALEXEI
(Impatiently)

Release the airlock.

PAVEL
I'm completing the checks.
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ALEXEI
You've done that twice already. 
Time to go.

PAVEL
Wait.

ALEXEI
(Harshly)

Zhopa.

PAVEL
(Irritated)

Alexei. Command tell me we are 
thirty seconds from live. Watch 
your tongue.

Alexei can be heard over the radio muttering harshly but 
the words are indistinguishable.

ALEXEI
Now?

PAVEL
Checks are good. Waiting for 
command to give the go.

ALEXEI
If the checks are good, that's the 
go.

PAVEL
We're waiting for the TV feed to 
connect. This is historic Alexei.

ALEXEI
I know. That's why I want to go. 
Nobody remembers the camp the 
night before, just the battle in 
the dawn.

PAVEL
And without the camp, the soldiers 
would be tired and the plans 
wouldn't be ready. The battle 
would be lost.

ALEXEI
I'm not tired. Our plans are 
ready.
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PAVEL
And this isn't a battle.

SFX: More static obscured muttering from Alexei.

PAVEL (CONT'D)
The connection is up. Wave to 
Mother Russia.

ALEXEI
Let's just go.

PAVEL
(Resigned)

Okay. Airlock release in five, 
four, three, two...

SFX: A huge rush of air can be heard as the airlock is 
released and Alexei is exposed to the vacuum of space. The 
noise stops after a couple of seconds.

PAVEL (CONT'D)
Alexei? Everything okay?

There is a pause of a couple of seconds. It is complete 
silence.

ALEXEI
(Emotionally)

Yes. Everything is okay. It's... 
Beautiful.

PAVEL
Very good. Camera ready?

ALEXEI
In hand.

PAVEL
Proceed with the mission.

ALEXEI
Smile when I take your photo.

PAVEL
(Chuckling)

I will.

Again, a couple seconds of silence.
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PAVEL (CONT'D)
(Voice full of yearning)

How does it feel Alexei? How does 
it feel to be in space?

ALEXEI
Like swimming.

PAVEL
Swimming?

ALEXEI
A sailor must be able to swim in 
the sea. We are sailors of the 
cosmos Pavel. We must be able to 
swim in outer space.

PAVEL
And what do the waves sound like?

ALEXEI
Quiet. (Pause) Quieter than quiet.

PAVEL
What can you see?

ALEXEI
Everything. I didn't expect this. 
The stars and the sun are 
everywhere.

PAVEL
Have you taken photos yet?

ALEXEI
No, no. I forgot.

SFX: We hear a rustling and more muttered cursing as Alexei 
grapples with his suit controls.

PAVEL
On your chest Alexei. The controls 
are on your chest.

ALEXEI
(Impatiently)

I know, I know. It isn't easy out 
here. What's my pressure? My suit 
is swelling up.
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PAVEL
High.

ALEXEI
High? That's not a number. Tell 
me.

PAVEL
Concentrate. Attach the exterior 
camera and we'll deal with it 
after.

ALEXEI
Fine.

SFX: Another pause but instead of silence Alexei can be 
heard struggling to attach a camera to the outside of the 
module. There is a couple of seconds of rustling.

ALEXEI (CONT'D)
Camera attached.

PAVEL
Good. Now come back.

ALEXEI
What?

PAVEL
Come back. You suit pressure is 
too high.

ALEXEI
But Pavel...

Alexei is unable to finish his sentence, raw emotion 
chocking him. 

PAVEL
Yes?

ALEXEI
I'm swimming.

PAVEL
And it's time to get out. Dry off. 
Go home.

ALEXEI
Not yet. A little longer. I can 
hear my heart beating so clearly. 
I can hear my breath.
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PAVEL
Well let's keep you breathing.

ALEXEI
(Ignoring Pavel)

Look down Pavel. That's our world. 
I thought it would look so small 
from up here. It's not. We don't 
understand from the ground.

PAVEL
(Urgently)

Get back now. Your suit is too 
large.

ALEXEI
It'll be okay.

PAVEL
You won't be able to re-enter. You 
won't fit.

ALEXEI
I can't leave this. 

PAVEL
Well you'll leave your daughter.

Fade out.

SCENE 6

INT. A LIVING ROOM IN MOSCOW

VIKA, Alexei's daughter, is sitting watching the television 
with her elderly GRANDFATHER, Alexei's father. 

SFX: Fade in to the sound of a TV which is playing an 
unidentified programme. It is then interrupted by a a 
special broadcast. The sound of the TV carries on under 
when not at the fore.

TV ANNOUNCER
We are interrupting your current 
broadcast to bring you news from 
the Voskhod 2 spacecraft which has 
successfully made it into orbit. A 
great achievement for all of the 
Soviet people. 

GRANDFATHER 
Vika, come here. Daddy is on 
television.
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VIKA
(Questioningly)

But Daddy is in space?

GRANDFATHER
They are showing pictures of his 
rocket.

VIKA
(Excitedly)

Really?

GRANDFATHER
Really.

VIKA
Will Daddy know I'm watching him?

GRANDFATHER
I'm sure he will. (Slight pause 
and then proceeding with a 
chuckle) Vika you don't need to 
wave. He can't see you.

VIKA
(Confused)

But we can see him. And he told me 
he would wave from space.

GRANDFATHER
Come sit with me and we'll see if 
he does.

SFX: The TV, which has been playing under, becomes louder 
again.

TV ANNOUNCER
Together we are about to witness 
history. Due to the great advances 
of Soviet technology, Cosmonaut 
Alexei Leonov is preparing to 
undertake the world's first 
spacewalk. 

Pavel's voice can now be heard over the TV, it is the same 
dialogue as we heard in Scene 5, but more distorted due to 
being broadcast through space and then to television sets.

PAVEL
Airlock release in five, four, 
three, two...
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SFX: The same huge rush of air can be heard as the airlock 
is released and Alexei is exposed to the vacuum of space.

PAVEL (CONT'D)
Alexei? Everything okay?

There is a pause of a couple of seconds. It is complete 
silence.

VIKA
(Upset and confused)

Grandpapa? What's Daddy doing? 
What's he doing? Tell him to get 
back inside.

GRANDFATHER
(Suppressing anger)

I wish I could.
(Anger bubbling over)

I have no idea what he is doing 
but I wish he would stop it. He's 
acting like a juvenile delinquent. 
Everyone else can complete their 
mission properly, inside the 
spacecraft. What is he doing 
clambering about outside? Somebody 
must tell him to get back inside 
immediately. He must be punished 
for this.

VIKA
(Crying)

But I don't want Daddy to be in 
trouble. I just want him to get 
back inside and come home.

Alexei's dialogue from Scene 5 can be heard from the TV. 
Like Pavel's, it is now more distorted.

ALEXEI
(Emotionally)

Yes. Everything is okay. It's... 
Beautiful.

The TV once more returns to the fore.

TV ANNOUNCER
Cosmonaut Leonov will now attach a 
camera to the outside of the 
Voskhod craft so we may watch the 
remainder of his mission, as if 
birds in space, from above his 
present position. After taking 
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more photos from his chest mounted 
camera, Cosmonaut Leonov will then 
return to the orbital module from 
where he and Cosmonaut Pavel 
Belyayev will pilot the craft back 
to Earth. 

Fade out.

SCENE 7

EXT. OUTSIDE THE LANDING MODULE, SOMEWHERE IN THE SNOW 
COVERED FORESTS OF SIBERIA

Alexei and Pavel have just exited the orbital module after 
their crash landing and are trying work out what to do 
next.

SFX: Fade in to the sound of the whirling wind. Alexei and 
Pavel almost have to shout as it is so loud. Continue 
under.

ALEXEI
So what do we do now?

PAVEL
Have a look around. Start a fire 
if we can.

ALEXEI
I need to get this suit off first. 
The sweat's up to my knees.

PAVEL
It will have been the spacewalk. 
The pressure. I told you to come 
back sooner.

ALEXEI
I couldn't. You don't understand 
what it was like.

PAVEL
(Longingly)

Maybe one day. (Pause) Let's get 
further under the trees so we 
don't get snowed on.

SFX: The rustling of their heavy space suits and the crunch 
of the snow under their feet can be heard above the wind 
for a couple of seconds as they trudge for cover.
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ALEXEI
This'll do. I think the sweat's 
starting to freeze. I don't want 
to be remembered as the first 
person to die frozen solid in 
their own fluids.

PAVEL
At least you'd be remembered.

ALEXEI
I've just walked in space. I don't 
need to worry about being 
remembered. (Laughing) And some 
people might even think about you 
as the guy who was there with me.

PAVEL
They'll think of me as your 
commanding officer.

ALEXEI
If you say so. (Pause) The forest 
is thicker than I imagined.

PAVEL
That's because you're a city boy.

ALEXEI
You're hardly a farmer.

PAVEL
True, but I know how to make a 
fire. Try and find some dry wood.

SFX: We hear them trudging through the snow for a short 
while and when Alexei speaks it is as if from a distance, 
muffled by the trees.

ALEXEI
It's no good. The snow must be a 
metre deep. We'll never find 
anything under it.

PAVEL
Keep looking.

ALEXEI
Even if we do find anything, it 
will be soaked through.
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PAVEL
(Irritated)

Just keep looking.

SFX: A few more seconds of the rustle and crunch of them 
moving between the trees and over the snow can be heard. 
Then a loud, unidentifiable, but clearly animal noise 
breaks over the wind and the sound of them moving.

ALEXEI
(Concerned)

What was that?

PAVEL
I don't know.

ALEXEI
What do we do?

PAVEL
Get back to the module. Slowly.

SFX: Another couple of seconds when all we can hear is the 
roaring wind and the crunch of the two men's boots over the 
snow.

ALEXEI
What do you think that wa/

SFX: Alexei is interrupted by the loud, piercing howl of a 
wolf. This continues for several seconds.

Fade out.
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